Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

'cj^ a * <* 'Ji£ y&\4& 

Tliis is Ite Booki in it h guidance sure. witbout doubt, tolhose wb» fear Allah 



Revealed in Makkah 



The First Surah in which a Prostration is revealed 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Abdullah bin Mas" ud said, 

"Surah An-Najm was the first Surah in which a 
prostration was revealed. The Prophet (recited it in 
Makkah) and prostrated. Those who were with him did 
the same, except an old man who took a handful of soil 
and prostrated on it. Later on, I saw him killed as a 
disbeliever; he was Umayyah bin Khalaf." 

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in several places of his 
Sahih, as did Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, using 
various chains of narration through Abu Ishaq from 
Abdullah. 



^ja. jll j-^ jll Alll f^} 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 



<_SjA ft) ^aal! j 



53:1 By the star when it goes down. 



tSj^ 



(JjJa Lo 



53:2 Your companion has neither gone astray nor 
has he erred. 



(j'J$ lp- cjMj ^°j 



53:3 Nor does he speak of desire. 



V! > b! 



53:4 It is only a revelation revealed. 



Allah swears the Messenger is True and His Words are a 
Revelation from Him 



Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha^bi and others stated that 
the Creator swears by whatever He wills among His creation, 
but the created only vow by the Creator. 

Allah said, 

( ^ ) lS jA ^) pS^J 
By the star when it goes down. 
Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, 

"The star refers to Pleiades when it sets at Fajr." 
Ad-Dahhak said 

"When the Shayatin are shot with it." 
And this Ayah is like AllahTs saying; 
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, jallll «J j«aJ ajodl ili 
ajJoC J jajjtj jJ - i "»' 4_ll J 

j„', * 4- 1 J (_>° 



So, I swear by the setting of the stars. And verily, 
that is indeed a great oath, if you but know. That 
is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well- 
guarded. Which none can touch but the pure. A 
revelation from the Lord of all that exists. (56:75- 
80) 

Allah said; 

( ^ ) lS J^" ^° J . 1 ' a u j -' a >- a 

Your companion has neither gone astray nor has erred. 

This contains the subject of the oath. This part of 
the Ayah is the witness that the Messenger of 
Allah is sane and a follower of Truth. He is neither 
led astray, such as in the case of the ignorant 
who does not proceed on any path with 
knowledge, nor is he one who erred, such as in 
the case of the knowledgeable, who knows the 
Truth, yet deviates from it intentionally to 
something else. Thererore, Allah exonerated His 
Messenger and his Message from being similar to 
the misguided ways of the Christians and the 
erroneous paths of the Jews, such as knowing the 
Truth and hiding it, while abiding by falsehood. 
Rather, he, may AllahTs peace and blessings be on 
him, and his glorious Message that Allah has sent 
him with, are on the perfect straight path, 
following guidance and what is correct. 



Muhammad was sent as a Mercy for all that exists; He does 
not speak of His Desire 



Allah said, 



Nor does he speak of desire, 



(V) {S J^l <j& 'jjkjj Uoj 



asserting that nothing the Prophet utters is of his own 
desire or wish, 



(*) ls^ Ji gr="-J ^) J* u! 



It is only a revelation revealed, 



means, he only conveys to the people what he 
was commanded to convey, in its entirety without 
additions or deletions. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah say, 

\ ■ <s_a j 4_t_ijj £Jjj___I 

Verily, numbers similar to the two tribes, or one 
of them, RabPah and Mudar, will enter Paradise 
on account of the intercession of one man, who is 
not a Prophet. 

A man asked, "0 AllahTs Messenger! Is not 
RabP ah a subtribe of Mudar." 

The Prophet said, 

J j_l l_a JjSl Uajl 

I said what I said. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin "Amrsaid, 



"I used to record everything I heard from the 
Messenger of Allah so it would be preserved. The 
Quraysh discouraged me from this, saying, "You 
record everything you hear from the Messenger of 
Allah, even though he is human and sometimes 
speaks when he is angry.' 

I stopped recording the Hadiths for a while, but 
later mentioned what they said to the Messenger 
of Allah, who said, 

(jj^JI Ul [^la t- ji. La aAjj ^u^j (_£pll j3 tl_u&l 

Write! By He in Whose Hand is my soul, every 
word that comes out of me is the Truth." 

Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. 



53:5 He has been taught by one mighty in power. 



- £o t -* ^S > 

(_£ J__jl_ 6 VO J_ 



53:6 Dhu Mirrah then he Istawa. 



___-Vl J&b 'j*j 

53:7 While he was in the highest part of the 
horizon, 



J__9 _,_ j_J 



53:8 Then he approached and came closer, 



-;o f o f o -- o i» - «<•--« ^-» 

__j _l jl o^j- -_il_ ji^a 



53:9 And was at a distance of two bows' length or 
less. 



<J*-J ^ *AF" J! LS^J* 



10. So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever He 
revealed. 



(_$l J l_« Jll J__\l L__Of_ U» 



53:11 The heart lied not in what he saw. 



L$\k ^ J^ <jj>^-a 



53:12 Will you then dispute with him about what he 
saw? 

<_£J__>| AJjJ b\f. j ___lj 
53:13 And indeed he saw him at a second descent. 



' S . f <*( ..' o ' . 



53:14 Near Sidrat Al-Muntaha. 



(_£ jLo_l 4j_*. Iaaj 



53:15 Near it is the Paradise of Abode. 



LS^ 



/ — u-*J Jl 
(_3 •• e 



53:16 When that covered the lote tree which did 
cover it! 



^t Jn Lo j jj___U_l p I j Lo 



53:17 The sight turned not aside, nor it 
transgressed beyond the limit. 



53:18 Indeed he saw of the greatest Signs of his 
Lord. 



The Trustworthy Angel brought Allah's Revelation to the 
Trustworthy Messenger 



Allah the Exalted states, 

He has been taught by one mighty in power. 

Allah the Exalted states that the Message His 
servant and Messenger Muhammad brought to 
people was taught to him by, is^ *£& (mighty in 
power), he is Jibril, peace be upon him, 

^jjS jjL j UJH ajI 

/jj£-a jijall (__; j JJC. o j3 (_5 j 
/JjJjOl aJ x t-ia 

Verily, this is the Word a most honorable 
messenger, owner of power, with (Allah) the Lord 
of the Throne, obeyed (by the angels) and 
trustworthy. (81:19-21) 



Allah said here, 



Dhu Mirrah, 



s va jJ 



meaning, he is mighty in power, according to Mujahid, 
Al-Hasan and Ibn Zayd. 

In an authentic Hadith from Abdullah bin Umar and Abu 
Hurayrah, the Prophet said, 

(_£ jjoi e jj« (_£ j] Uj (_5J*J Aijliall (J?-J U 

Charity is not allowed for a rich person nor Dhu 
Mirrah (a strong person) of sound mind and 
body. 
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Allah said; 

(i) (jjUl ... 

then he Istawa (rose). 

this refers to the angel Jibril, according to Al- 
Hasan, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ar-RabP bin Anas, 

(V) JttJjSt3L,'>j 

While he was in the highest part of the horizon. 

meaning, Jibril rose to the highest part of the 
horizon, according to Ikrimah and several others; 

Ikrimah said, 

"The highest horizon where the morning comes 
from." 

Mujahid said, "It is (the place of) sunrise." 

Qatadah said, "That from which the day comes." 

Ibn Zayd and several others said similarly. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas"ud said, 

"The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original 
shape having six hundred wings, each wing filling 
the side of the horizon, with a colorful array, and 
pearls and rubies falling from each wing as much 
as only Allah knows." 

Only Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Abbas said, 

"The Prophet asked Jibril to appear himself to him 
in his original shape and Jibril said to him, 
* Invoke your Lord.' 



The Prophet irwoked his Lord the Exalted and 
Most Honored, and a great huge figure appeared 
to him from the east and kept rising and 
spreading. 

When the Prophet saw Jibril in his original shape, 
he was knocked unconscious. Jibril came down 
and revived the Prophet and wiped the saliva off 
of his cheeks.'" 

Only Ahmad collected this Hadith. 



Meanine of "at a distance of two bows' lensth or less 



Allah's statement, 

(A) Jjja LYj "^i 
Then he approached and came closer, 

(1) ^gjJ jl jjlajl LjIS jlSi 

And was at a distance of two bows' length or less. 

means, Jibril came closer to Muhammad when 
Jibril was descending to him on earth. At that 
time, the distance between them became only 
two bow lengths, when the bows are extended to 
full length, according to Mujahid and Qatadah. 

It was said that the meaning here is the distance 
between the bow's string and its wood center. 

Allah's statement, tP J l J (or less) indicates that the 
distance was as only as far described, not more. This 
type of usage is found in several instances in the Qur'an, 
such as, 

S jluS lui) ji » jLvaJl£ ,_jj5 Sll Jsu ija &JH& ^ul^ aj 

Then, after that, your hearts were hardened and 
became as stones or even worse in hardness. 
(2:74) 
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The Ayah says that their hearts became not softer 
than rocks, but as hard and difficult as rocks, and 
more. 

There is a similar Ayah, 

** ilaa ikil jl AHi j lu^S (jjLill (j ajLaa J 

fear men as they fear Allah or even more. (4:77), 
and AllahTs statement, 

(jj-JJJJ jl t_SJi <jLa (Jl 4 JlLoi jlj 

And We sent him to hundred thousand (people) 
or even more. (37:147), 

indicating that they were not less than a hundred 
thousand, but that amount or more. 

Thererore, this verifies the facts mentioned, leaving no 
doubt or means of refute. Similarly, Allah said, sh^ C^ 
^jj ji (^uijS (And was at a distance of two bow lengths or 
less). 

We stated before that it was Jibril who came down near 
the Prophet, according to A'ishah, the Mother of the 
faithful, Abdullah bin Mas"ud, Abu Dharr and Abu 
Hurayrah. We will mention their statements about this 
soon arterwards, Allah willing. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Abdullah bin Mas' ud said about 
this Ayah, (pJ °J c^J* ^ /J& (And was at a distance of 
two bow lengths or less). 

Allah's Messenger said, 

^•u^. AjLajjoi 4J (Jj^)J^. dlji j 

I saw Jibril; he had six hundred wings. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Talq bin Ghannam said that 
Za'idah said that Ash-Shaybani said, 
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"I asked Zirr about the Ayah, 

^ jI jl (jjjoi °ji t_sla (jlSa 

And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less. 
So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever He 
revealed. 

Zirr said, 

"Abdullah narrated to us that Muhammad 
saw Jibril having six hundred wings." 

AllahTs statement, 

So he revealed to His servant whatever He revealed. 

means, Jibril conveyed to AllahTs servant 
Muhammad whatever he conveyed. Or, 

the meaning here could be: Allah revealed to His 
servant Muhammad whatever He revealed 
through Jibril. 

Both meanings are correct. 

Sa"id bin Jubayr said about AllahTs statement, ^l J*J* 
if*J ^ ?,■*£ (So He revealed to His servant whatever He 
revealed. 

"Allah revealed to him, l^y&i^^Sl Did He not find 
you an orphan. (93:6), and, 2C&J 2B &*jj And 
have We not raised high yourfame, (94:4)" 

Someone else said, 

"Allah revealed to the Prophet that the Prophets 
will not enter Paradise until he enters it first, and 
the nations will not enter it until his Ummah 
enters it first." 
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Did the Prophet see His Lord during the Night of Isra 



Allah said next, 

p Y ) (_J jj Ua ^^Jc. AjjjUaja! 

The heart lied not in what he saw. Will you then dispute 
with him about what he saw? 

Muslim recorded from Ibn Abbas about, tsb *-* J 'j^' SH^ ^» 
(The heart lied not in what he saw), and, jj^ ^j3»Tj JSJj 
(And indeed he saw him at a second descent). 

"He saw Allah twice in his heart." 

Simak reported a similar from Ikrimah from Ibn 
Abbas. 

Abu Salih, As-Suddi and several others said 
similarly that the Prophet saw Allah twice in his 
heart. 

Masruq said, 

"I went to A'ishah and asked her, ' Did 
Muhammad see his Lord?' 

She said, "You said something that caused my 
hair to rise!' 

I said, "Behold!' and recited this Ayah, bs 4 l$'j °^ 
i/Ss^ ^iJ P$ (Indeed he saw of the greatest signs 
of his Lord). 

She said, "Where did your mind wander? It was 
Jibril. Whoever says to you that Muhammad saw 
his Lord, or hid any part of what he was 
commanded (i.e., Allahs Message), or knew any 
of the five things which only Allah knows, 
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iLustll Jj%J ^^-^1 r^p olic. 4j1I tjl 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of 
the Hour, He sends down the rain... 
(31:34), 

Then he invents a great lie against Allah! 

The Prophet only saw Jibril twice, in his original 
shape, once near Sidrat Al-Muntaha and 
another time in Ajyad (in Makkah) while Jibril 
had six hundred wings that covered the horizon.'" 

Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said, 

"I asked the Messenger of Allah , ' Have you seen 
your Lord' He said, 



oljt J$ JJJ 



How can I see Him since there was a 
light?" 

In another narration, the Prophet said, Ijjj ^j I only 
saw a light. 

AllahTs statement, 

( > r) (j jkt aJjj slj tiSlj 

(} t) 3 .llojI ajAyi jJC- 
°) LSJ^ ^- ^A^Jp 

And indeed he saw him at a second descent. Near Sidrat 
Al-Muntaha. 

The Messenger of Allah said, 

j-« (Jjjl^_ill Aj^jj js« jjj-4 r'^^' ^- i ^-"- L ^ 11 ^j uj^h-^ t — 4'j 

CijaQI j jjJI 
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I saw Jibril while he had six hundred wings and a 
colorrul array of pearls and rubies falling from the 
reathers of his wings. 

This Hadith has a good, strong chain of narration. 

Ahmad also recorded that Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud said, 

"The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original 
shape while Jibril had six hundred wings, each 
wing covering the side of the horizon. From his 
wings, precious stones were dropping of which 
only Allah has knowledge." 

This Hadith has a good chain of narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas"ud said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said, 

I saw Jibril over Sidrat Al-Muntaha while he had 
six hundred wings." 

One of the subnarrators of the Hadith asked 
' Asim about JibriTs wings and ' Asim refused to 
elaborate. So some of his companions were asked 
and one of them said, 

"Each wing was covering what is between the 
east and the west." 

This Hadith has a good chain of narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Mas" ud said that AllahTs 
Messenger said: 

Jibril came to me wearing green with pearls 
hanging down. 
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This Hadith has a good chain of narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that "Amir said that Masruq 
asked A'ishah, 

"0 Mother of the faithful, has Muhammad seen 
his Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored" 

She said, 

"Glorious is Allah! My hair is standing on end 
because of what you said. Three matters, if one 
tells you about any of them, will have lied. 
Whoever tells you that Muhammad has seen his 
Lord, will have lied." 

She then recited these two Ayat, 

'jL$\ JdJ^ jAj 'j^$\ &JA V 

No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision. 
(6:103), and, 

i . ila^a y. I jj j»« jl u^j ^J Aill 4 «3Sj (jl UjJJJ jlS Laj 

It is not given to any human being that Allah 
should speak to him unless (it be) by revelation, 
or from behind a veil. (42:51) 

She went on, 

"And whoever tells you that Muhammad knew 
what the morrow will bring, will have uttered a 
lie." 

She then recited, 

al».jVI ^ L« f^*-lj '"°^ <Jj%J ^&Luill Jc. aAJC. 4ill jl 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the 
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs. (31:34) 
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A'ishah said, 

"And whoever tells you that Muhammad has 
hidden any part of the Message will have lied," 

and she then recited this Ayah, 

Messenger proclaim which has been sent down 
to you from your Lord. (5:67) 

She went on, 

"However, he saw Jibril twice in his original 
shape." 

Imam Ahmad also recorded that Masruq said, 

"I asked ' A'ishah, ' Did not Allah say, »lfj °&j 
£)jlu& jaSfb (And indeed he saw him in the clear 
horizon. (81:23), and, isJ^ ^> »'j °&j (And 
indeed he saw him at a second descent),' 

She said, "I was the first among this Ummah to 
ask AllahTs Messenger about it. 

He said, "that was Jibril." 

He only saw him twice in his actual and real 
figure. He saw Jibril descend from heaven to 
earth and was so huge that he covered the whole 
horizon between the sky and earth.'" 

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs via Ash- 
Sha" bi. 



Angels, Light and colors covered Sidrat Al-Muntaha 



Allah said, 

When that covered the lote tree which did cover it! 
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We mentioned before, in the Hadiths about Al-Isra' that 
the angels, Allah's Light, and spectacular colors covered 
the Sidrah. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas"ud said, 

"When the Messenger of Allah was taken on the 
Isra' journey, he ascended to Sidrat Al- 

Muntaha, which is in the seventh heaven. There 
everything terminates that ascends from the 
earth and is held there, and terminates 
everything that descends from above it is held 
there, J&i ^» «j-^t J&i "4 (When that covered the 
lote tree which did cover it!) He said, "Golden 
butterflies. 

The Messenger of Allah was given three things: 

• He was given the five prayers, 

• he was given the concluding verses of 
Surah Al-Baqarah (2:284-286), and 

• remission of serious sins for those among 
his Ummah who do not associate anything 
with Allah." 

Muslim collected this Hadith. 
AllahTs statement, 

( ) V) ^gjJa LYj jLa^l p I J U 

The sight turned not aside, nor it transgressed beyond 
the limit. 

indicates that the Prophet's sight did not turn 
right or left, according to Ibn Abbas, <^*k ^*j (nor 
it transgressed beyond the limit), not exceeding 
what has been ordained for it. 

This is a tremendous quality that demonstrates 
the Prophet's firm obedience to Allah, because he 
only did what was commanded and did ask 
beyond what he was given. 
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AllahTs statement, 

h A) isj&\ 4j'j P^ l> litj -^ 

Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord. 
is similar to another Ayah, 

Lu_jlf. (jja 4jjj] 

In order that We might show him of Our Ayat. 
(17:1), 

meaning, signs that testify to AllahTs might and 
greatness. 

Relying on these two Ayat, some scholars of Ahl 
us-Sunnah said that the Prophet did not see Allah 
during the Isra' journey, because Allah said, ■& 
l$JJ& ^ij f^ l> cstj (Indeed he saw of the 
greatest signs of his Lord). They said that, had 
the Prophet seen his Lord, Allah would have 
conveyed this news and the Prophet would have 
narrated it to the people. 



(_$ "jxl\ j dul\ ajjp jil 



53:19 Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al- 
Uzza. 



<_£ y±i\ 4_uI_j1 SjLgj 



53:20 And Manat, the other third 



J_-VI a]j J^\ £J 



53:21 Is it for you the males and for Him the 
females? 
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(_£ jjjJa Uluol !j! L*jjJ 
53:22 That indeed is a division most unfair! 

(jjjl L° P^J^tJ f-"' lA JAjIajuo ^LojuoI VI <__-& °(jl 
/jJaluo (Ja LgJ AjjI 

53:23 They are but names which you have named - 
you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent 
down no authority. 

t> fA*^V tiSlj Jjjo1jV1 /^ j°§J Uj JjJal! V) UJ^Aj tj! 

They follow but a guess and that which they 
themselves desire, whereas there has surely come 
to them the guidance from their Lord! 

53:24. Or shall man have what he wishes 



JjV!ji>Vl^B 



53:25. But to Allah belongs the last (Hereafter) and 
the first (the world). 

V! UJjuo j>g 1» gui (_gJ«-J V ^j-IojuoJ! (jh l*£la (j-o ISj 

Ls^JiJ ^^ U-*J ^ tlPh! U' P*5 tlfc° 

26. And there are many angels in the heavens, 
whose intercession will avail nothing, except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is 
pleased with. 
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Refuting Idolatry, Al-Lat and Al- s Uzza 



Allah the Exalted rebukes the idolators for worshipping idols and 
taking rivals to Him. They built houses for their idols to 
resemble the Ka" bah built by Prophet Ibrahim, AllahTs Khalil. 

.... cjOii 3'jil 

Have you then considered Al-Lat, 

Al-Lat was a white stone with inscriptions on. There 
was a house built around Al-Lat in At-Ta'if with 
curtains, servants and a sacred courtyard around it. 
The people of At-Ta'if, the tribe of Thaqif and their 
allies, worshipped Al-Lat. They would boast to Arabs, 
except the Quraysh, that they had Al-Lat. 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"They derived Al-Lat's name from Allah's Name, and 
made it feminine. Allah is far removed from what 
they ascribe to Him. " 

It was reported that Al-Lat is pronounced Al-Lat 
because, according to Abdullah bin Abbas, Mujahid, and 
Ar-RabP bin Anas, Al-Lat was a man who used to mix 
Sawiq (a kind of barley mash) with water for the 
pilgrims during the time of Jahiliyyah. When he died, 
they remained next to his grave and worshipped him." 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abbas said about AllahTs 
statement, 



(n^^jklljCJllll 



Al-Lat, and AI-"Uzza. 



"Al-Lat was a man who used to mix Sawiq for the 
pilgrims." 

Ibn Jarir said, 
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"They also derived the name for their idol AI-"Uzza 
from AllahTs Name AI-"Aziz. AI-'Uzza was a tree on 
which the idolators placed a monument and curtains, 
in the area of Nakhlah, between Makkah and At-Ta'if. 
The Quraysh revered AI-"Uzza." 

During the battle of Uhud, Abu Sufyan said, "We have 
Al-" Uzza, but you do not have Al-" Uzza." 

Allah's Messenger replied, 

aĔA ^y» Uj IjUj* ^il ;l jijS 

Say, "Allah is Our Supporter, but you have no 
support." 

Manat was another idol in the area of Mushallal near 
Qudayd, between Makkah and Al-Madinah. The tribes of 
Khuza"ah, Aws and Khazraj used to revere Manat 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. They used to announce 
Hajj to the Ka" bah from next to Manat. 

Al-Bukhari collected a statement from A'ishah with this 
meaning. 

There were other idols in the Arabian Peninsula that the 
Arabs revered just as they revered the Ka^bah, besides 
the three idols that Allah mentioned in His Glorious Book. 
Allah mentioned these three here because they were 
more famous than the others. 

An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu At-Tufayl said, 

"When the Messenger of Allah conquered Makkah, 
he sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to the area of Nakhlah 
where the idol of AI-"Uzza was erected on three 
trees of a forest. Khalid cut the three trees and 
approached the house built around it and 
destroyed it. When he went back to the Prophet 
and inrormed him of the story, the Prophet said to 
him, 
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tju2j AJj^aJ 13 liCli «_a. j\ 

Go back and finish your mission, for you have not 
finished it. 

Khalid went back and when the custodians who 
were also its servants of Al-" Uzza saw him, they 
started invoking by calling AI-"Uzza! When 
Khalid approached it, he found a naked woman 
whose hair was untidy and who was throwing 
sand on her head. Khalid killed her with the sword 
and went back to the Messenger of Allah , who 
said to him, 

That was AI-'Uzza!" 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated, 

"Al-Lat belonged to the tribe of Thaqif in the area 
of At-Ta'if. Banu Mu"attib were the custodians of 
Al-Lat and its servants." 

I say that the Prophet sent Al-Mughirah bin 
Shu"bah and Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb to 
destroy Al-Lat. They carried out the Prophet's 
command and built a Masjid in its place in the city 
ofAt-Ta'if. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Manat used to be 
the idol of the Aws and Khazraj tribes and those 
who followed their religion in Yathrib (Al- 
Madinah). Manat was near the coast, close to the 
area of Mushallal in Qudayd. The Prophet sent 
Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb or "Ali bin Abi Talib to 
demolish it. 

Ibn Ishaq said that Dhul-Khalasah was the idol 
of the tribes of Daws, KhathTam and Bajilah, and 
the Arabs who resided in the area of Tabalah. 
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I say that Dhul-Khalasah was called the 
Southern Ka"bah, and the Ka"bah in Makkah 
was called the Northern Kabah. The Messenger 
of Allah sent Jarir bin Abdullah Al-Bajali to Dhul- 
Khalasah and he destroyed it. 

Ibn Ishaq said that Fals was the idol of Tay' and 
the neighboring tribes in the Mount of Tay', such 
as Salma and Ajja. 

Ibn Hisham said that some scholars of knowledge 
told him that the Messenger of Allah sent Ali bin 
Abi Talib to Fals and he destroyed it and found 
two swords in its treasure, which the Prophet 
then gave to Ali as war spoils. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq also said that the tribes of 
Himyar, and Yemen in general, had a house of 
worship in San"a' called Riyam. He mentioned 
that there was a black dog in it and that the 
religious men who went with Tubba" removed it, 
killed it and demolished the building. 

Ibn Ishaq said that Ruda' was a structure of Bani 
RabPah bin Ka"b bin Sa"d bin Zayd Manat bin 
Tamim, which Al-Mustawghir bin RabPah bin 
Ka ' b bin Sa ' d demolished after Islam. 

In Sindad there was Dhul-Ka^bat, the idol of the 
tribes of Bakr and Taghlib, the sons of the Wa'il, 
and also the Iyad tribes. 



Refuting the Idolators Who appoint Rivals to Allah and claim 
that the Angels were Females 



Allah the Exalted said, 
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Have you then considered Al-Lat, and AI-"Uzza. And 
Manat, the other third, 

then Allah said, 

Is it for you the males and for Him the females? 

Allah asked the idolators, "do you choose female 
offspring for Allah and give preference to yourselves with 
the males If you made this division between yourselves 
and the created, it would be, 

(Y Y) c/jjj-o *<^4 1*4 '^ 
a division most unfair! 

meaning, it would be an unfair and unjust 
division. ' How is it then that you make this 
division between you and Allah, even though this 
would be foolish and unjust, if you made it 
between yourselves and others?' 

Allah the Exalted rerutes such innovated lies, falsehood 
and atheism they invented through worshipping the idols 
and calling them gods, 

iSjUl j »jjl Uj.j'iij,f c Lajjil 131 (c& ^jl 

They are but names which you have named -- you and 
your rathers, (of your own desire), 

/jLiial qa l^J 4111 (J^Jl "• ... 

for which Allah has sent down no authority. 
meaning, proof, 

... t>£iul (Jj£ Usj j3all Ul jjiAj jj ... 

They follow but a guess and that which they themselves 
desire, 
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they have no proof, except their trust in their 
forefathers who took this false path in the past, 
as well as, their lusts and desires to become 
leaders, and thereby gain honor and reverence 
for their forefathers, 

(YV) <_s'j$jI ^jjj (_> ^A«-Ij> Jalj ... 

whereas there has surely come to them the guidance 
from their Lord! 

meaning, Allah has sent them Messengers with 
the clear truth and unequivocal evidence. 
However, they did not adhere to or follow the 
guidance that came to them through the 
Prophets. 



Wishful Thinkine does not earn One Riehteousness 



Allah the Exalted said, 



Or shall man have what he wishes, 



(Yi) jLu\^JldL&p\ 



asserting that not everyone gets the goodness 
that he wishes, 

l_lj£3I jaI (eJLal V j ~ \;3 *',.' t_yQ 

It will not be in accordance with desires (of 
Muslims), nor those of the People of Scripture. 
(4:123) 

Allah says, not everyone who claims to be guided 
is truly guided, and not everyone gets what he 
wishes for himself. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 
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°qa a! ^jjSj Ua (S.JJJ ^- 4->J-* 'ls-"*"^ ^* J .fo r ^^ cs^" '- 1 ! 

Ajliial 



When one of you wishes for something, let him be 
careful with what he wishes for, because he does 
not know what part of his wish will be written for 
him. 

Only Ahmad collected this Hadith. 

AllahTs statement, 

(Yo) Jpji'j&\d& 

But to Allah belongs the last and the first. 

meaning, all matters belong to Allah and He is the 
King and Owner of this world and the Herearter, 
Who does what He will in both lives. Whatever He 
wills, occurs and whatever He does not will, never 
occurs. 



No Interecession except with Allah's Leave 



Allah said, 

(jJU (jl Sx-1 qa Ul Uujj ~* "*-!»'' (s^*- 1 " ^ljljajaJI (-3 lilLa qa aSj 

(Y1) .^jjajjj S-UjJJ ^j-aJ 4-UI 

And there are many angels in the heavens, whose 
intercession will avail nothing except after Allah has 
given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with. 



As He said; 



<jjLj V) * jjp- yy*'j isS^ ^ o* 



Who is he that can intercede with Him except with 
His permission, (2:255) 

and, 
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Intercession with Him profits not except for him 
whom He permits. (34:23) 

' If this is the case with the angels who are close 
to Him, how can you, ignorant ones, hope for 
Allah to grant you the intercession of the idols 
and rivals you worship with Him without having 
His permission or any divine legislation permitting 
you to worship them' Rather, Allah has forbidden 
idol worshipping by the tongues of all of His 
Messengers and He revealed this prohibition in all 
of His Books. 



53:27 Verily, those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, name the angels with female names. 

53:28 But they have no knowledge thereof. They 
follow but conjecture, and verily, conjecture is no 
substitute for the truth. 

& jJaJI Vj °^JJ JJj tjjSi j& Jj^ l> l> U-^J^^ 

12&I 

53:29 Therefore withdraw from him who turns 
away from Our Reminder and desires nothing but 
the life of this world. 
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^jc (JjJa ^jaj ajc.1 jA t^ijj (jl aAxjI (j-o AgT \l<ft l*1].j 

<_£.1jAI (j-aJ (aJCl j&j 4jjjui 

53:30. That is what they could reach of knowledge. 
Verily, your Lord is He, Who knows best him who 
goes astray from His path, and He knows best him 
who receives guidance. 



Refuting the Claim of the Idolators that the Angels are Allah's 
Daughters 



Allah the Exalted admonishes the idolators, 

( Y V) /5JJUI 4-io.uiJ <SjHs1I t jj.<i.uul e j^UIj ^jjlojj U (jjpjl (jl 

Verily, those who believe not in the Herearter, name the 
angels with female names. 

Allah the Exalted admonishes the idolators for 
calling the angels female names and claiming that 
they are Allah's daughters. Allah is far removed 
from what they ascribe to Him. 

Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 

.~u J^ "-^! U a-k jll juc aA JoAll 4j\j_Laj| I j'-~- j 

_jj I i " lc a & ' ' t u) ' ■ " N ' i " 

And they make females the angels, who 
themselves are servants of the Most Gracious. Did 
they witness their creation? Their testimony will 
be recorded, and they will be guestioned! (43:19) 



AllahTs statement here, 



But they have no knowledge thereof. 



aJC. _j;« 4-1 &gJ Laj 



28 



meaning, they have no correct knowledge 
testifying to their statements. What they say is all 
lies, falsehood, fake and utter atheism, 

(Y A) 1— j_J Jj— -I qa is^i " (j3— 'I (j]j (_m— 'I ul (jj*j u (j! ... 

They follow but conjecture, and verily, conjecture is no 
substitute for the truth. 

meaning, conjecture is of no benefit and never 
takes the place of truth. 

In a Hadith recorded in the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah 
said, 

'•\'/-^°N L_l__t _>__! _)l_ l_>__l j 1_IjI 

Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the most 
lying speech. 



The Necessity of turnine away from the People of Miseuidance 



Allah's statement, 

... ^_&r> U-- iAP U- U^ 'l^J^ 

Therefore withdraw from him who turns away from Our 
Reminder, 

means, stay away from those who turn away 
from the Truth and shun them, 

(y\) C__I_U__I -}-J '<__.... 

and desires nothing but the life of this world. 

meaning, whose aim and knowledge are 
concentrated on this life; this is the goal of those 
who have no goodness in them, 

aL— il _>_ a^J— U— i_U_ 

That is what they could reach of knowledge. 
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meaning, seeking this life and striving hard in its 
affairs is the best knowledge they have acquired. 
There is also the reported supplication: 

lialt *Jll« Uj iLtaA jj&t Luitl J*kj U "^H\ 

O Allah! Make not this life the greatest of our 
concerns, nor the best knowledge that we can 
attain. 

AllahTs statement, 

/f . \ ^jj^l ^jaj -Jc.1 jAj AJjJjoi ^jC. (JjJa (j-aJ a3c.| jA t^ljj CjJ ... 

Verily, your Lord is He, Who knows best him who goes 
astray from His path, and He knows best him who 
receives guidance. 

meaning, He is the Creator of all creatures and He 
knows whatever benefits His servants. Allah is the 
One Who guides whom He wills and misguides 
whom He wills, and all of this indicates His power, 
knowledge and wisdom. Certainly, He is Just and 
never legislates or decrees unjustly. 



^_pajVI <_gi Loj ^j-IoIjJI ^_-i Lo AjJj 

53:31 And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens 
and all that is on the earth, 

) jjjaik.1 (jJ^j) (_£Jil>Jj 1 jlac Loj 1 jf.Luil (jJ^ll (^^jkaj 



that He may requite those who do evil with that 
which they have done, and reward those who do 
good, with what is best. 
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^5j u! f^ *^! lA?^ J $/\ J^ oJ^h LJtS^ 

53:32 Those who avoid great sins and Al-Fawahish 
(immoral sins) except Al-Lamam — verily, your Lord 
is of vast forgiveness. 



He knows you well when He created you from the 
earth (Adam), and when you were fetuses in your 
mothers' wombs. So, ascribe not purity to 
yourselves. 

^iSI ^j^j Jc.l jA °->Suiq*il 1 jS jj !>la 
He knows best him who has Taqwa. 



Allah knows Every Matter, whether Small or Big, and He 
rewards Each according to His or Her Deeds 



Allah says, 



j^yajU\ (^i Uaj CjI jLalalt ^k U« Ailj 

And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is on the earth, 

Allah asserts that He is the King and Owner of the 
heavens and earth and that He is independent of 
the need for anyone. He is the authority over His 
creation and rules them with justice. He created 
the creation in truth, 

'■"■> "j I jun^l (jJp3l i^Jy^ij I jlaC- 1-aJ IjjLuil (jJplll ^sJy^A itt 



(") 
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that He may requite those who do evil with that which 
they have done, and reward those who do good, with 
what is best. 

He recompenses each according to his or her 
deeds, good for good and evil for evil. 



Qualities of the Good-doers; Allah forsives the Small Faults 



Allah stated that the good doers are those who avoid major sins 
and immoral sins. They sometimes commit minor sins, but they 
will be forgiven these minor sins and covered from exposure, as 
Allah mentioned in another Ayah; 

» a La -vw V'j «Sj ' l ■ a *£ "*- jgS 'i Ajc jjg 'n La JJ^" J.3"'?'"' (jj 

If you avoid the great sins which you are rorbidden to 
do, We shall expiate from you your (small) sins, and 
admit you to a Noble Entrance. (4:31) 



Allah said here, 



alajUl Ul (jjiaj jSll j ajUl JJuS jjjlia_J (jjJI 



«P 



Those who avoid great sins and Al-Fawahish (immoral 
sins) except Al-Lamam, 

Al-Lamam means, small faults and minor errors. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"I have not seen anything that resembles Al- 
Lamam better than the Hadith that Abu Hurayrah 
narrated from the Prophet, 

U t_U_l t_jj_)t tUjll 'qa 4_!a_. l_ll jji\ JSc Ljl__ ^--Uu ^ll jl 
(_iAii jj_jj]|j ' ^j (jLJll ujj ijJajJI 4JJ*jI Uj2 t<lL_»_<i 

4-jj_*j jl clij (jjj^aj ?r jail j ' ..4 ' • " ' j 
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Verily, Allah the Exalted has decreed for the Son 
of Adam his share of Zina and he will certainly 
earn his share. The Zina of the eye is by looking, 
the Zina of the tongue is by talking and the heart 
wishes and lusts, but the sexual organ either 
substantiates all this or not." 

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said, 

"The eyes commit Zina by looking, the lips by 
kissing, the hands by transgressing, the feet by 
walking, and the sexual organ either materializes 
all of this or not. When one commits sexual 
intercourse, he will be someone who committed 
Zina. Otherwise, it is Al-Lamam." 

Masrug and Ash-Sha" bi also held the same view. 



Abdur-Rahman bin Nafi" 
Lubabah At-Ta'ifi, said, 



who is also known as Ibn 



"I asked Abu Hurayrah about AllahTs statement, "! 
^Ul (except the Lamam), and he said, 

' It pertains to kissing, winking one's eye, looking 
and embracing. When the sexual organ meets the 
sexual organ in intercourse then Ghusl is 
obligatory, and that is Zina." 



Encouraging Repentance and forbidding Claims of Purity for 
OneseH 



Allah's statement, 

verily, your Lord is of vast forgiveness. 
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asserts that His Mercy encompasses everything, 
and His forgiveness entails every type of sin, if 
one repents, 

a1]I A^-J QA IjHaJSJ V °- *;"»'" (^lc. 1 j2j!jJ jjjlll (_£;jlj*J (Js 
aJ^ jll j jSjJI jA AjI tiLLaa L_JjJ_.il J3*J Aill yj 

Say: 

"0 My servants who have transgressed against 
them- selves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah: 
verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful." (39:53) 

Allah said, 

£j__jl_l (J«a aSLuJJI jl aSj a_C.| jA 

He knows you well when He created you from the earth, 

Allah says, 

* He was and still is the All-Knowing Whose 
knowledge encompasses your affairs, statements 
and all of the actions that will be committed by 
you, even when He created your father Adam 
from the earth and took his offspring from his 
loin, as small as ants. He then divided them into 
two groups, a group destined for Paradise and a 
group to Hellrire,' 

and when you were fetuses in your mothers' wombs. 

when He commanded the angel to record one's 
provisions, age, actions and if he would be among 
the miserable or the happy. 



Allah said, 

So, ascribe not purity to yourselves. 
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°XM I j_Tj_ Ua 



forbidding one from ascribing purity and praising 
himself and thinking highly of his actions, 

He knows best him who has Taqwa. 
Allah said in another Ayah, 

jlija j j aJJaJ 

Have you not seen those who claim sanctity for 
themselves. Nay, but Allah sanctifies whom He 
wills, and they will not be dealt with unjustly, 
even equal to the extent of a Fatil. (4:49) 

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Muhammad bin "Amr 
bin "Ata said, 

"I called my daughter, Barrah (the pious one), 
and Zaynab bint Abu Salamah said to me, "The 
Messenger of Allah forbade using this name. I 
was originally called Barrah and he said, 

aSla jJI JaL lltf ail jl ' °-^ ■ •>*« I jS JJ U 

Do not ascribe purity to yourselves; Allah knows 
best who the pious people among you are,' 

They said, "What should we call her?' 

He said, ^j Wja«. (Call her Zaynab)." 

Imam Ahmad recorded a Hadith from Abdur-Rahman bin 
Abi Bakrah, from his father who said, 

"A man praised another man before the Prophet . 
The Messenger of Allah said, 

IkjUs °si&kf 'jl£ 131 Ijlj-a ' lJl \^'- ~ ]$>£■ ilutiai t*ILj 

tj^j Uj t4;un'-> ^&lj UUa * m u ,°->f :°j32a i<HkI« U aj^L^ 

iij]j p*J 'jlS °j] tl:&'j |j& 4 un°->f tl^kf <Ull ^gic. 
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Woe to you, you have cut off the neck of your 
friend! (He repeated this), If one of you must 
praise a friend of his, let him say, 

"I think that so-and-so is this and that; Allah 
knows best about him and I will never purify 
anyone before Allah," 

if he knows his friend to be as he is describing 
him." 

Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah 
collected this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Hammam bin Al-Harith said, 

"A man came before Uthman bin Affan and 
praised him. Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad started 
throwing sand in the face of that man, saying, 
"The Messenger of Allah ordered us to throw sand 
in their faces when we see those who praise.'" 

Muslim and Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. 



Jjj ^'A\ CJjf ji! 



53:33 Did you observe him who turned away (from 
Islam). 



53:34 And gave a little, then stopped, 

<_£ JJ j^a >. # nitll ^lc. ajjc-li 

53:35 Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so 
that he sees ? 
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53:36 Or is he not inrormed with what is in the 
Suhuf of Musa, 



l£j <j'& ^Mj 



53:37 And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all that: 

jj^ JJJ * JJJ J$ ^ 

53:38 That no burdened person (with sins) shall 
bear the burden (sins) of another. 

53:39 And that man can have nothing but what he 
does. 



, r w L «j.„ 4jXjol jl j 

53:40 And that his deeds will be seen. 



JLji\ ^jkll dl jki Ju 



53:41 Then he will be recompensed with a full and 
the best recompense. 



Chastising Those Who disobey Allah and stop giving Charitj 



Allah the Exalted says, 

(rr) JJi ^1\ 'c4'J\ 

Did you observe him who turned away (from Islam). 

Allah the Exalted chastises those who turn away 
from His obedience, 

37 



So he (the disbeliever) neither believed nor 
prayed! But on the contrary, he belied and turned 
away! (75:31-32) 

(rt) J& j ILS ^jlict j 

And gave a little, then stopped, 

Ibn Abbas said, "Gave a little, then stopped giving." 

Similar was said by Mujahid, Sa^id bin Jubayr, 
Ikrimah, Qatadah and several others. 

Ikrimah and Sa"id said: 

"Like the case of a people who dig a well, during 
the course of which they find a rock preventing 
them from completing their work. So they say, 
* We are finished' and they abandon the work." 

AllahTs statement, 

(r o) (_£JJ J£2 i . ijjul j^C. eJJc.1 

Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he 
sees? 

means, does this person, who stopped giving for 
fear of poverty and ended his acts of charity have 
knowledge of the Unseen and thus knows that if 
he does not stop giving, his wealth will go away? 

No. Such a person has stopped giving in charity 
for righteous causes and did not keep relations 
with kith and kin because of his miserliness, being 
stingy and out of fear of poverty. 

The Prophet said in a Hadith, 
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UUSI jji °JjJI (_£ j °jp« (ji°ij Uj t (JUj °Jjajl 

Bilal, spend and fear not less provisions from 
the Owner of the Throne. 

Allah the Exalted and Most honored said, 

/' •* .1-' »t -* °'. ' -» ' > A«o. .» ~ * -* o '.. * o <*«•'• .f T' ' V 

[jjjajljji jj^. jAj 4qj'\; j^a «• l _5-»-»* ij-** aaaajl Uajl 

And whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's 
cause), He will replace it. And He is the Best of 
providers. (34:39) 



The Meanins of fulfilled 



Allah the Exalted said, 

(VI) ,_uij<a l tojyo igk Laj Ljjj J al 

(rv) Jj <^i '^jaI jjIj 

Or is he not informed with what is in the Suhuf of Musa. 
And of Ibrahim who fulfilled, 

Sa" id bin Jubayr and Ath-Thawri said it means: 

"Conveyed all that he was ordered to convey." 

Ibn ' Abbas said about: Jj (fulfilled) , 

"He delivered all that Allah ordered him to 
deliver." 

Sa" id bin Jubayr said about: <_Aj (fulfilled), "What he was 
ordered." 

Qatadah said about: Jj (fulfilled), 

"He obeyed Allah and delivered His Message to 
His creatures." 

This is the view prererred by Ibn Jarir because it 
includes the statement before it and supports it. 
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Allah said, 

^juljll <-*". ■>, ^_jj J\jj jglajli lll lajSj 4jj ^jAjjI ^^JjjI JIj 

And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried 
him with (certain) commands, which he fulfilled. 
He said: "Verily, I am going to make you an 
Imam (a leader) for mankind." (2:124) 

Thererore, Ibrahim fulfilled all the commands of 
his Lord, stayed away from all the prohibitions, 
and conveyed Allah's Message in its entirety. 
Therefore, he is worthy of being made a leader 
for mankind in all of his affairs, statements and 
actions. 

Allah the Exalted said, 

qa jlS L«j 1 9jja aj&jjl <Ls *_jjI jjl iiO I i J a j 1 aJ 

jjSjliJI 

Then, We have sent the revelation to you 
(saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrahim, a Hanif, 
and he was not of the idolators." (16:123) 



None shall carry the Burden of Any Other on the Day oi 
Resurrection 



Allah the Exalted explained what He has revealed in the 
Scripture of Ibrahim and Musa, 



(r A) ls'JJ jjj ajjlj jjp 131 



That no burdened person shall bear the burden of 
another. 

Meaning, every soul shall carry its own injustices, 
whether disbelief or sin, and none else shall carry 
its burden of sin, as Allah states 
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teljS l-J (jlS j]j *■/— ijj 4_l« U " a J X ^, ^ <JJ AjLlo p jj (jl j 

And if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) 
his load, nothing of it will be lifted even though he 
be near of kin. (35:18) 

Allah said, 

And that man can have nothing but what he does. 

So just as no soul shall carry the burden of any 
other, the soul shall only benefit from the good 
that one earns for himself. 

As for the Hadith recorded by Muslim in the Sahih, that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

j£-°JJ TtJlj^a .jlj °j*« 1^^ °qa ul AAaC » U"M (jUojlll CllUo I jl 

f '.^\f 31 f ' - " ,' .* *•' ' ? >-* 

4j » SU ' j aJc. jl tOj^sc-j (j^a 4_^jIjs. O-l^a jl lAA 

When a person dies, his deeds will cease except 
in three cases: - 

- from a righteous son who invokes Allah 
for him, or 

- an ongoing charity after his death, or 

- knowledge that people benefit from. 

These three things are, in reality, a result of one's 
own deeds, efforts and actions. 

For example, a Hadith states, 

AjluiS qa aJJj (jl j t4jlu£ ^A Q^.Jp\ (JSl La t-J-lial (jl 

Verily, the best type of provision that one 
consumes is from what he himself has earned, 
and one's offspring are among what he has 
earned. 
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The ongoing charity that one leaves behind, like 
an endowment, for example, are among the 
traces of his own actions and deeds. 

Allah the Exalted said, 

fjtijjCi\f. j lj-a.12 L« i_uSjj ^JJjJI ^_aj (j^J Lsl 

Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record 
that which they send before (them) and their 
traces. (36:12) 

The knowledge that one spreads among people 
which they are guided by is among his actions 
and deeds. 

A Hadith collected in the Sahih states, 

(j-a t4jr_jjl qa ^JJ^-' U 2 ^ <>?^ tlk* ^ U^ L$-& ls^I "-"^ L>° 

1 'j ■ " sA^jj^.) j-a jj^aSjj jjl ^JJC- 

Whoever invites to guidance, he will earn as much 
reward as those who follow him, without 
decreasing anything out of their own rewards. 

Allah said, 

( ~ > ~ .0 ~ *~o~ S f~ 

t > I (_£ JJ l—Sjjal Ajjr_ul (jl j 

And that his deeds will be seen. 
meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 

jjJ Ujoij j jj-a j-all j 4jjjoi \j aSLaC 4jjI (_$ )J ' "3 I JJ-aC-l £_J^J 
(jjlajtj - uS LaJ aSjJjJ3 e i * ju-JI j t . iuaUl -»' r- _jl 

And say: "Do deeds! Allah will see your deeds, 
and (so will) His Messenger and the believers. 
And you will be brought back to the All-Knower of 
the unseen and the seen. Then He will inform you 
of what you used to do." (9: 105), 
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Then Allah will remind you of your actions and 
recompense you for them in the best manner, 
good for good and evil for evil. 



Allah's statement here, 



(t\) J!p »l'_£JSr£4f5 



Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best 
recompense. 



53:42 And that to your Lord is the End. 



53:43 And that it is He Who makes laugh, and 
makes weep. 



53:44 And that it is He Who causes death and gives 
life. 

53:45 And that He creates the pairs, male and 
remale, 



53:46 From Nutfah when it is emitted. 

<_£ JJV_M -L-UJjI Aj3c. _jlj 

53:47 And that upon Him is another bringing forth 
(Resurrection). 
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53:48 And that it is He Who Aghna and Aqna. 



_g J3_-_) L_)J jA 4_)lj 



53:49. And that He is the Lord of Ash-Shi ra. 



Jjj\ l_l_, ___*! A_fj 



53:50 And that it is He Who destroyed the former 
Ad, 

___ul La_ _ jaJj 
53:51 And Thamud. He spared none of them. 

_-*ial J f_J_l ^aA I jJ_- <_£Jl cjL-» c> £ J- ^A? 

53:52 And the people of Nuh aforetime. Verily, they 
were more unjust and more rebellious and 
transgressing. 

_£jAl A_viiJ °jx_l j 
53:53 And He destroyed the overthrown cities. 



_— ~-w- L« \g U1T^ 



53:54 So, there covered them that which did cover. 



_£ j_«JJ __Jj f VI _5^- 



53:55 Then which of the graces of your Lord will 
you doubt! 
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Some Attributes of the Lord, that He returns Man as He 
originated Him, and some of what He does with His SeryantsHj 



Allah the Exalted said, 



And that to your Lord is the End. 



(l^J&A&jJbttj 



meaning, the return of everything on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that "Amr bin Maymun Al-Awdi 
said, 

"Once, Mu"adh bin Jabal stood up among us and 
said, "0 Children of Awd! I am the emissary of 
Allah's Messenger to you; know that the Return is 
to Allah, either to Paradise or the Fire.'" 



Allah's statement, 



(tr) ^j^Wr^i ja^Ij 



And that it is He Who makes you laugh, and makes you 
weep. 

means that He created in His creatures the ability 
to laugh or weep and the causes for each of these 
opposites, 

(tt) Ljkl j iliUat jA AjI j 

And that it is He Who causes death and gives life. 
In a similar statement, Allah said, 

4 JJ^ll J lIsj^sII (Jjli. (_5^1l 

Who has created death and life. (67:2) 
Allah said, 
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(£o) Jdl\j 'j_&]| j^jjJI 'Jk 4jtj 

(£1) ^ |j| 4j1u j> 

And that He creates the pairs, male and female. From 
Nutfah when it is emitted. 

as He said: 

(_£Jjol tdj-lj (jl (j-uli^l L-luia jl 

(^g-i-aJ (___La (j-a 4_9iaj t£b aJI 

(_£ jLuS (_3i^5 <alc. (jlS aJ 

(^jjj^lj jSjJI (jj^jjll 4^ (J*^ 

(Jjj^sll '^J (jl («J*- JjA-^J ^45 J _>"?' 

Does man think that he will be left neglected? 
Was he not a Nutfah? Then he became an 
"Alaqah (something that clings); then (Allah) 
shaped and fashioned (him) in due proportion. 
And made of him two sexes, male and female. Is 
not He (Allah) able to give life to the dead? 
(75:36-40) 

Allah the Exalted said, 

(£V) ts'J±h\ otliull 5CI& jtj"P 

And that upon Him is another bringing forth. 

meaning, just as He first originated creation, He 
is able to bring it back to life, resurrecting it for 
the Day of Judgement, 

(£A) ^gjitj <__-&• t jA Ajtj^P 

And that it is He Who Aghna (gives much) and Aqna (a 
little). 
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It is Allah Who gives wealth to His servants and 
this wealth remains with them. This means they 
are able to use it to their benerit, is this out of the 
completeness of His favor. 

Most of the statements of the scholars of Tafsir 
revolve around this meaning, such as those from 
Abu Salih, Ibn Jarir and others. 

Mujahid said that, 

J&\ (Aghna) meaning: He gives wealth. 

J&j (Aqna) meaning: He gives servants. 

Similar was said by Qatadah. 
Ibn Abbas and Mujahid said; 

J&\ (Aghna) means: He granted; 

while, 

ij$j (Aqna) means: He gave contentment. 

(£1) (_£j*ji]| <_sj jA <jIj 

And that He is the Lord of Ash-ShTra. 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said about 
Ash-Shi ra that 

it is the bright star, named Mirzam Al-Jawza' 

(Sirius), which a group of Arabs used to worship. 

(o.) Jjl\ 1'ii. a&t tttj 

And that it is He Who destroyed the former "Ad, 

the people of Hud. They are the descendants of 
* Ad, son of Iram, son of Sam, son of Nuh. 

As Allah the Exalted said, 
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jljU lilj J (J«l ' y JJ all 



jUuul Cll J Ijj 
AjJI ^i l^La ^ JJ ^l 

Saw you not how your Lord dealt with "Ad. Of 
Iram, with the lofty pillars, the like of which were 
not created in the land, (89:6-8) 

The people of "Ad were among the strongest, 

riercest people and the most rebellious against 

Allah the Exalted and His Messenger. Allah 
destroyed them, 

aO 4 jj ""' j piA *-iui -^}''"- IAj^-uAjjIc. jj^ajj^a TtJJJ 

By a furious violent wind! Which Allah imposed in 
them for seven nights and eight days in 
succession. (69:6-7) 

AllahTs statement, 

(o > \ ^jSjI Ua3 Jj^sJj 

And Thamud. He spared none, 

declares that He destroyed them all and spared none of 
them, 

... ^u^cjj^jij 

And the people of Nuh aforetime. 
before "Ad and Thamud, 

(oyjj^Ij^I^IjjIS^jI... 

Verily, they were more unjust and more rebellious and 
transgressing. 
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more unjust in disobeying Allah than those who came 
after them, 



And He destroyed the overthrown cities. 

meaning, the cities (of Sodom and Gomorrah) to 
which Prophet Lut was sent. Allah turned their 
cities upside down over them and sent on them 
stones of Sijjil. 

Allah's statement that whatever has covered it, 
has covered it, is like the case with the stones of 
Sijjil that He sent on them, 

(jj^j-liiall jia^i f.Luia IjJa^i -^J''"- ujia<alj 

And We rained on them a rain (of torment). And 
how evil was the rain of those who had been 
warned! (26:173) 

(o£) j£t Ua Ul2iii 

So, there covered them that which did cover. 

Allah said, 

( 00 ) fj'S*& ^jj «-^ LiM 

Then which of the graces of your Lord will you doubtl 

meaning, ' which of Allah's favors for you, man, do 
you doubt,' according to Qatadah. 

Ibn Jurayj said that the Ayah, isj^ «^j fi$ j^ (Then 
which of the graces of your Lord will you doubt!), 

is directed towards the Prophet saying: 

"O Muhammad!" 

However, the first explanation is better, and it is the 
meaning that Ibn Jarir prererred. 
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Jj$\ jiull '(y* jjAj Ijla 



53:56 This is a warner from the warners of old. 



4ijVI pijt 



53:57 The Azifah draws near. 



Al^ilS Aill jjJ j-o l^J jjjji 



53:58 None besides Allah can avert it. 



jjj^ju tlupkJl \±Jt> j-ft3l 



53:59 Do you then wonder at this recitation 



53:60 And you laugh at it and weep not, 

-. \ - '* ,f- 
jja-0-JOl aJJl J 

53:61 While you are Samidun. 

) jJJC-l J 4jJ 1 jJ^jjAI 

53:62 So fall you down in prostration to Allah and 
worship Him. 



A Warning and Exhortation, the Order to prostrate and to be 
humble 



Allah said, 

This is a warner, (in rererence to Muhammad), 
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jjjti IjA 



from the warners of old. 

means, just like the warners of old, he was sent 
as a Messenger as they were sent as Messengers. 



Allah the Exalted said, 



jlil Jj| (_ps UCAj _____ Ua (Ja 



Say: "I am not a new thing among the 
Messengers." (46:9) 



Allah said; 



The Azifah draws near. 



(oV) ttjtil llijl 



that which is near, the Day of Resurrection, has 
drawn nearer, 

(oa) 4_u___. 4_-l _jji jpa \_g_l '_>_j3 

None besides Allah can avert it. 

no one besides Allah can prevent it from coming, 
nor does anyone know when it will come, except 
Him. The warner is eager to convey his 
knowledge of the imminence of a calamity, so 
that it does not befall those to whom he is a 
warner. 

As He said; 

':. t ~ ' ° "'«'«>*' * "• 2 1 
_U_b_l L_ll __i (_f _U (JJJ ;___ JJ_UJj] 

He is only a warner to you in face of a severe 
torment. (34:46) 

And in the Hadith: 

jUjkll jjj__I lil 
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I am the naked warner, 

meaning, I was in such a hurry to warn against 
the evil I saw coming, that I did not wear 
anything. In this case, one rushes to warn his 
people in such haste that he will be naked. 

This meaning befits the meaning of the Ayah, £&3 
^AJpl (the Azifah draws near), in rererence to the 
nearing Day of Resurrection. Allah said in the 
beginning of the Surah Al-Qamar: 

<c.ll_]l lIijjjSI 

The Hour has drawn near. (54:1) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sahl bin Sa"d said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

iL_JjJ__l l1]| j__»_<sj ISul 

| _, f ._a_J t j| j 4J--UJ I JJJ^J f J^ Jj-"-^ S-Hj-^ L_j| j__»_<s (J__s Uajll 

...'*'**.' o * &' ,<>>, I * ' . %f ).' * [~ ' \' ' * 

l " j°~- " (jlj tj_£JjJ_- Jf ' (jr 1 ^ 'JJ*^ 'J *^J JJ*^ 

42-jg ' (l^_L_.U__i U}_) __-JJ ijl» iL_Jjj__l 

Beware of small sins! 

The example of the effect of small sin is that of 
people who settled near the bottom of a valley. 
One of them brought a piece of wood, and 
another brought another piece of wood, until they 
cooked their bread! 

Verily, small sins will destroy its companion, if 
one is held accountable for them. 

Allah the Exalted admonishes the idolators 
because they hear the Qur'an, yet they turn away 
from it in heedless play, 

Allah said; 

(o^) 'q jjkj-J L_Jj;___l| l_A js-al 
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Do you then wonder at this recitation, 
ljj^*J (wonder) doubting that it is true. 

* ) UJ^" ^J UJ )^' 1 ^"' j 
And you laugh at it and weep not, 

6j ftV < ?vi j (And you laugh) in jest and mock at it, 

l)J^ tij (and weep not), just as those who believe 
in it weep, 

And they fall down on their faces weeping 
and it increases their humility. (17:109) 

Allah said; 

^ ) UJ - ^*^-" 1 r 1 -"' J 

While you are Samidun. 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that his father narrated that 
Ibn Abbas said about Samidun, 

"Singing; in Yemenite dialect "Ismid for us' 
means ' Sing for us.'" 

Ikrimah said something similar. 

In another narration from Ibn Abbas, he said that, Oja«1— < 
(Samidun) means, "Turning away." 

Similar was reported from Mujahid and Ikrimah. 

Allah the Exalted ordered His servants to prostrate to Him, 
worship Him according to the way of His Messenger, and to 
fulfill the requirement of Tawhid and sincerity, 

So fall you down in prostration to Allah and worship Him. 
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meaning, with submission, sincerity, and 
Tawhid. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Ma"mar said that Abdul- 
Warith said that Ayyub said that Ikrimah said that, Ibn 
Abbas said, 

"The Prophet prostrated upon reciting An-Najam 
and the Muslims, idolators, Jinns and mankind 
who were present prostrated along with him." 

Only Muslim collected this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Muttalib bin Abi Wada"ah 
said, 

"While in Makkah, the Messenger of Allah once 
recited Surah An-Najam, then prostrated along 
with all those who were with him at the time. I 
raised my head, however, and I rerused to 
prostrate." 

Al-Muttalib had not embraced Islam yet, but ever 
since he became Muslim, he would never hear 
anyone recite this Surah until the end, without 
prostrating with whomever was prostrating after 
reciting it. 

An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith in the Book of 
Al-Bukhari, excluding prayer in his Sunan. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah An-Najm. All praise and 
thanks are due to Allah. 



*********** 
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